








Anecdotes from the   Pembrokeshire Yacht Club (P.Y.C.) at Hakin  

In 1938 a coffin-maker by the name of Williams of Aberystwyth built, at the cost of £65 each, what was to become the 
P.Y.C’s best-loved-boat, the 18ft. One Design class, for a number of local owners. Because of their almost unlimited 
crew capacity, these yachts proved very popular especially with young sailing enthusiasts who had not aspired to a boat
of their own.

These 18-footers were never reefed. When the wind freshened another body or even two or three were shipped on for 
extra weight. It was not unusual in those days to see youngsters lined up along Hakin Point praying for a good strong 
breeze. They all knew that these yachts could be, and were, manned by anything up to a dozen in rough weather. They
were also used for ferrying everything but the kitchen sink to beach picnics and bottles of beer were kept cool and 
passed from yacht to yacht on a line in the sea. These fine boats finally disappeared when the club decided to adopt the
G.P. 14 as the standard racing dinghy. 

[A number of replica Pembrokeshire One Design boats are now being built and sailed by various clubs around the 
country.]


